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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for providing a content tracking 

system comprising: 

g o norat i ng a tracking i dentifier; 

incorporating tho track i ng i dont i fior with content stored i n a storage modium; 

storing the track i ng i dent i fier i n a databas e ; 

prov i ding the storag e m e d i um to a primary d i str i butor; 

receiving information from the a primary distributo r the information being 
tracked using a tracking identifier on a storage medium, the tracking identifier 
being stored in a database ; 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the primary distributor, the tracking identifier with the information from the 
primary distributor; 

receiving information from a second level distributo r, the second level 
distributor being successively enlisted from the primary distributor : 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the second level distributor, the tracking identifier with the second level 
distributor; and 

providing credit to the primary distributor and tho second lov ol distr i butor in 
response to a transaction derived from the cont e nt on th e storag e m e d i um the 
second distributor . 

Claim 2 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 wherein the 
transaction derived from tho content the second distributor is selected from the 
group consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 
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Claim 3 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 wherein the 
incorporat i ng stop compr i ses i ncorporating the tracking identifier is incorporated 
into a burst cut area of the storage medium. 

Claim 4 (currently amended): The method of claim 1 further comprising: 
receiving information from a third level distributor; 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the third level distributor, the tracking identifier with the third level distributor, 
the second level distributor and the primary distributor; and 

providing credit to the primary distributor^,]] and the second level distributor 
and tho third lovol distr i butor in response to the transaction derived from the 
content on the storage med i um the third level distributor . 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A method of tracking content comprising: 
receiving a tracking identifier that identifies a particular copy of content on a 
storage medium; 

placing the tracking identifier in a database; 
receiving information from a primary distributor; 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the primary distributor, the tracking identifier with the information from the 
primary distributor; 

receiving information from a second level distributo r, the second level 
distributor being successively enlisted from the primary distributor ; and 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the second level distributor, the tracking identifier with the second level 
distributor. 

Claim 6 (currently amended): The method of claim 5 further comprising: 
crediting the primary distributor and the second l ove l d i str i butor in response 
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to a transaction derived from the particu l ar copy of content on tho storage mod i um 
second level distributor . 

Claim 7 (currently amended): The method of claim 6 wherein the 
transaction derived from the particu l ar copy of content second level distributor is 
selected from the group consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 

Claim 8 (original): The method of claim 5 further comprising: 

receiving information from a third level distributor; and 

associating within the database, in response to the receiving information 
from the third level distributor, the tracking identifier with the primary distributor, 
the second level distributor and the third level distributor. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The method of claim 8 further comprising: 
crediting the primary distributor[[,]] and the second level distributo r, and th e 
th i rd le v el distr i butor , in response to a transaction selected from the group 
consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license wherein the transaction is derived from 
the part i cu l ar content on tho storage mod i um third level distributor . 

Claim 10 (currently amended): A content tracking system comprising: 

a d i str i butor n e twork i nc l uding a pr i mary l e v el d i str i butor and a s e cond le v el 
d i str i butor for d i str i buting content embod ie d i n a storag e m e d i um; 

a server for receiving a tracking identifier that is incorporated with the 
content embodied in the a storage medium and for receiving registration 
information from the primary level distributor and the second level distributor of a 
distributor network : and 

a database for associating the content with the primary level distributor and 
the second level distributor and for associating transactions derived from the 
cont e nt on th e storage med i um w i th the primary level distributor and the second 
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level distributo r the second level distributor being successively enlisted from the 
primary distributor . 



Claim 11 (currently amended): The system of claim 10 wherein credit is 
provided to the primary level distributor and in response to the transaction derived 
from the second level distributor ar o distributors w i thin o mult i lo vol distributor 
network . 

Claim 12 (original): The system of claim 10 further comprising: 
a storage medium and tracking identifier integrator for incorporating the 
tracking identifier with the content embodied in the storage medium. 

Claim 13 (original): The system of claim 12 further comprising: 
a tracking identifier generator for generating the tracking identifier. 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The system of claim [[10]] H wherein 
transact i ons the transaction derived from the content on tho storag e mod i um aro 
second level distributor is selected from the group consisting of a sale, a lease, 
and a license. 

Claim 15 (currently amended): A system for tracking content comprising: 

means for receiving a tracking identifier that identifies a particular copy of 
media content; 

means for placing the tracking identifier in a database; 

means for receiving information from a primary distributor; 

means for associating within the database, in response to the receiving 
information from the primary distributor, the tracking identifier with the information 
from the primary distributor; 

means for receiving information from a second level distributo r, the second 
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level distributor being successively enlisted from the primary distributor : and 

means for associating within the tracking identifier database, in response to 
the receiving information from the second level distributor, the tracking identifier 
with the second level distributor. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): The system of claim [[16]] 15 further 
comprising means for providing credit to the primary distributor ond tho socond 
lovo l d i str i butor for transact i ons a transaction derived from tho content aftor bo i ng 
d i str i buted by the second level distributor. 

Claim 17 (currently amended): The system of claim 16 wherein the 
transactions transaction derived from the content ape is selected from the group 
consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 

Claim 18 (original): The system of claim 15 comprising: 
means for receiving information from a third level distributor; and 
means for associating within the tracking identifier database, in response to 
the receiving information from the third level distributor, the tracking identifier with 
the third level distributor, the second level distributor and the primary distributor. 

Claim 19 (currently amended): The system of claim 18 further comprising 
means for providing credit to the primary distributor^,]] and the second level 
distributo r, and th e th i rd le v el d i stributor for transactions derived from th e cont e nt 
aftor bo i ng distr i butod by the third level distributor. 

Claim 20 (currently amended): The system of claim 19 wherein the 
transactions transaction derived from the content third level distributor are is 
selected from the group consisting of a sale, a lease, and a license. 
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